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SUBJECT:  GOI  MOVING  DEMOCRACY  INITIATIVE  FORWARD 

REF:  A.  NEW  DELHI  1738 

IB.  NAIR-FERRAO  3/14  TELCON 
1IC.  NEW  DELHI  759 

Classified  By:  Charge  Bob  Blake  for  Reasons  1.4  (B,  D) 

1.1.  (C)  The  Charge,  accompanied  by  PolCouns  and  Poloff, 

called  on  Minister  of  State  for  External  Affairs  Anand  Sharma 
on  March  16  to  further  our  discussion  on  democracy 
initiatives.  Charge  explained  USG  reservations  regarding  the 
initial  GOI  proposal  to  establish  a New  Delhi  office  of  the 
UN  Democracy  Fund  (UNDEF)  (Ref  C),  emphasizing  that  we  would 
strongly  support  an  institution  with  an  Indian,  rather  than  a 
UN,  imprimatur,  which  could  work  in  tandem  with  the  UNDEF. 

In  response,  Sharma  explained  that  GOI  thinking  had  advanced 
beyond  the  message  delivered  to  PolCouns  on  March  13  (Ref  A), 
and  that  Sharma  had  sent  a letter  to  the  trustees  of  the 
Rajiv  Gandhi  Foundation  (RGF)  to  solicit  the  Foundation's 
views  on  setting  up  a democracy  institute  under  its  auspices. 

Sharma  had  briefed  Sonia  Gandhi,  the  UPA  Chairperson  and 
head  of  the  RGF,  on  the  ideas,  and  Mrs.  Gandhi  is  fully  on 
board,  he  assured  us. 

12.  (C)  New  Delhi  is  aware  of  the  US  desire  to  establish  an 

Indian  institution,  Sharma  said.  However,  the  GOI  assesses 
that  an  alignment  with  UNDEF  principles  and  practices  will 
help  ensure  that  the  affiliate  NGOs  would  meet  India's 
standards  for  credibility  in  working  through  the  proposed 
democracy  institute,  he  explained.  PolCouns  suggested  that  a 
concept  paper  from  the  GOI  on  how  the  institute  would 
function  would  crystallize  the  idea  and  help  us  both  to  move 
it  forward  in  time  to  have  progress  to  announce  at  the  time 


of  the  next  meeting  of  the  UNDEF  Advisory  Board  in  June  2006. 

Sharma  took  note  of  this  target,  underlined  India's 
commitment  to  engage  on  global  democracy  issues,  and  lamented 
that  the  press  of  other  US-India  business  had  delayed  a 
further  response  to  the  ideas  paper  he  had  received  from  U/S 
Burns  on  February  24. 

f3 . (U)  Visit  New  Delhi's  Classified  Website: 

( http : //www. state . sgov . gov/p/ sa/newdelhi/ ) 
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